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Nessaea obrina (Linnaeus, 1758), from the family 
Nymphalidae. Normally found in primary forest, 
but has been very abundant in plantations

Laura Fasola (left) 
(Darwin Fellow EIDPS016) 
during her training in the UK: 
releasing an American mink 
fitted with a tracking collar
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January 1832 - Cape Verde Islands -1 Darwin Initiative project

These islands formed a large part of Darwin’s developing theory on evolution. Observing how similar 
but different species filled the same habitat niches on different islands provoked much of his thinking.

Phyllosoma larvae of (Rock lobster in) the Cape Verde Islands (10-020) 

Rock lobsters are of high commercial value in the Cape Verde islands, making their sustainability 
important.  This project set out to improve the information base on the various species of lobster, 
especially at larval stage. Understanding of all stages of the life cycle is required to understand the 
ecological needs of different species, to properly protect habitats and to ensure a sustainable fishery.

1836 - Mauritius - 10 Darwin Initiative projects

On this relatively young volcanic island with recent extinctions (such as the Dodo), Darwin 
noted the potential increase in agricultural pressures. Today’s conservationists are dealing 
with the consequences, in the shape of extinctions, survival and restoration of populations 
of some species. 

Restoring Island Biodiversity: the Reintroduction of 
Endemic Mauritian Reptile Communities (15-038)

As Charles Darwin implicitly predicted, human land use 
has caused extinction and fragmentation in the unique 
Mauritian ecosystem.  Loss of reptiles has caused the 
loss of important ecological associations, which once 
underpinned the stability of the now impoverished 
ecosystem.  This ongoing project is training local 
staff and working effectively with Government to 
successfully re-establish sustainable reptile communities 
in Mauritius, securing future reptile populations and 
restoring functional island ecosystems.

1836 - St Helena - 1 Darwin Initiative project

Charles Darwin was fascinated by the geology of 
St Helena, noting the changes and disturbances 
that have lead to a high number of indigenous 
species. He also observed that British imported 
plants were thriving better than, and probably 
out-competing, many indigens (invasive exotics), 
and that human land-use was devastating parts 
of the ecosystem.

Ecology and conservation of the endemic St Helena wirebird (7-115)

St Helena has lost much unique biodiversity. In the 1990s, the wirebird was the only 
remaining endemic bird species, a flagship species for the biodiversity of St Helena, and 
evidence suggested that it was in decline. This project set out to understand the population 
dynamics and design long-term management actions. This project contributed to the 
survival of the wirebird through research, monitoring, database development, training and 
management planning. It gave the St Helena Government firm scientific grounding for 
developing conservation action.

1. Lesser night gecko  
(Nactus coindemirensis)

2. Orange-tail skink 
(Gongylomorphus fontenayi sp.)
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